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Solution next month, I hope! 


Field Naturalists’ Glub of 
Ballarat | Inoor porated 


‘Yes, a St Andrews Cross Spider (Argiope aatherea)! 
‘ But why the cross, which is called a stabllimenta? , 
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President: Greg Binnifimane Meatings are held at the Ballarat 
Suoraterg Linttau Price e Centre, corner of Gregory and 
Treasurer: John Gregurke.. Giles Streats, le the NW corner of the 

Editor: Brian Andie wSsccsssses Botanio Gardens. 


Excursions commence from the corner of 


Postal Address: Sturt and Armstrong Sts, 9.30 am, 1.90 
PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 pm , tf half day, 


DIARY DATES 
December 5. Meeting. Mr Harry Tjerkstra. 
Central Highlands Water (Northern Sewerage Treatment Plant) w 
December 7. Excursion® Mr Roger Thomas. Tour of the 
Clarkesdale Sanctuary, BOCA block, Linton, BYO picnic tea 
December 9 Leigh River walk, Wilson Ck Gorge, Shelford. Tim = 
D'iombrain, Jenny Sedgewick. ph és 
December 10 Native Grass Identification. Murray Mcintyre. . 
Creswick LCC, 
January 27 Committee Meeting. Claire Dalmans. 7.30pm, 


Febuary 6. Meeting. Mr Ron Windsor, Horticulturist. The 
Propagation of Native Plants. 

Febuary 8 Excursion. Mr Rohan Bugg, Member Geelong FNC. 
Melbourne. Water, Western Treatment Plant, Werribee, Birds of x 
wetland and shore, particularly waders. 


FIELD REPORTS 


There was no session for field reports at the November 
meeting because It was the memorial lecture. However Alan 
Morrison handed me the following for Lake Wendouree:- 

Blue Winged Shovellers(4),Chestnut Teal (2), Intermediate 
Earet(2), all ge ter on a weed platform, near olpin Ave. Blue 
Billed Ducks, M & F. Coot & 1 chick, first time for Alan on lake, 
Convent Corner. Sacred Kingfishers, M & F, FairyLand. Wallab 
on second Island, East(?) end, Little Grassbird, Grey Fantail, 
Alan also recorded a dead Koala on road, north of Meredith, 
3rd November. ) 

| also noticed that Roger Thomas reported In the Courier 
Nature Notes that John Fry had found a dead banded swan 
that was 22 years old, It was also mentioned that birds 1 or 2 
years older had also been found. An interesting sequel to my 
article In the October newsletter! BDA 
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19th STELLA BEDGGOOD MEMORIAL LECTURE 

Roger Purcell showed slides of over 80 “local” species. 
His first slide showed him in action. His basic equipment was 
macro lens and flash, His usual mode of operation was flat on 
the ground - at orchid level. The extreme example of this was 
where he partly buried the camera to produce an “ants eye 
view" of a Helmet Orchid 

He explained how he tried to get special effects for 
impact. One technique of doing this was to place the flash 
behind the subject. He demonstrated the result by showing a 
slide of a White Nodding Greenhood, which appeared a ghostly, 


~ translucent white. 


He also said that when he photographs orchids he tries 
to get enough to identify them, From the slides | could clear! 
see how many of them got their common namesi- Bearded wit 
she bushy beards, Common Bird - like baby birds begging for 
00d, etc, 

Many orchids however gave problems with identification, 
Several species varied in size, form and colour as a result of 
locality etc, Slides of Leopard and Bearded orchids were 
shown as examples of this. Liable to be more confusing was 
the fact that many species formed hybrids. An example of this 
was one which was presumed to be a cross between Nodding 
and Maroon Greenhoods. More bizarre were the ‘freaks’, 
crosses or mutations? Slides of a bearded orchid with two 
beards and a Spider Orchid with 2. labellums were good 
examples of this, 

On the su ec of labellums 
we were shown Slender Ruddy 
Hoods, one with labellum up and 
one with labellum down, The up 
one was on an ant nest and 
obviously triggered by a recent 
visit, 


It was also pointed out that Golden Moths look like 
peaflowers, tricking ants and wasps Into polinatng them! 

On conservation it was pointed out that fire Is better 
than mowers! The Hare orchid is usually only seen to flower 
after bushfires. The bulldozer at Mt Beckworth didn't help the 
Horned Orchids either! 

Stella would have loved Rogers talk and slides! BDA 


ENFIELD EXCURSION 

Pat and Bill Murphy led the excursion, with their botanical 
expertise, it was very much a flora day! 

First stop was at Beacon Hill, We had a leasurly stroll up 

spotting flowers as we went, Including Common apple berry, 
Dwarf boronia, Milkmaids, Heath milkwort, Black anther flax Ill A 
Grey parrot pea, Showy parrot pea, Trailing goodenia, Enfle 
wie Mee Curled everlasting, Silky tea tree, Slender rice flower, 

warf bush pea, Spotted sun orchid and Twining fringe lily. The 
area was kept clear because of the beacon, but we were not 
complaining, the result was a wonderful display of wild flowers 
and we had an excellent view from the top of the hill 

Stopping at the Misery Creek Rd turnoff we observed 
Silver banksia, Scented sun orchid, Slender sun _ orchid, 
Wallflower orhid, Thatch saw sedge, common flat pea, Grass 
trigger plant and cut leaf xanthosia. A Black shouldered kite 
was hovering, looking for prey. There were several yabby 
holes and tadpoles in 3cm of water - would they survive long 
enough to develop into frogs? 

We stopped at the reference area which had thick 
undergrowth, so we didn't enter. We did however observe 
Chocolate lily, Broad leaf peppermint, Messmate, Yam daisy, 
Tall greenhood and candles. 

We headed to Surface Point for lunch, passng an 
Impressive display of Blue cut-leaf daisy on the way. Birds 
were abundant - due to the water? Included were grey 
currawong, satin flycatcher, rufous whistler, white naped and 
white eared honeyeaters. 

Bellies full, we rumbled off In clouds of dust to Sleep Rd. 
Here we were greeted with masses of yellow orchids with 
brown spots. We quickly “recognized” them as Leopard 
orchids, but Pat quickly informed us that they were Tiger 
orchids, D. Sulphureal We also noticed Mantis orchids, C. 
tentaculata, which we were happy enough to call § ider 
orchids! We also saw Running postman, Blue bottle daisy, 
Cotton flreweed and Tufted bluebell. There were also man 
blobs of spittle bug foam on the vegetation. Kevin found a buff 
talled thornbills nest, on the side of a mineshaft, 1.5m down! 

Finally Derreel stone reserve and lagoon. There was 
stinking penny wort that Pat said smelt like tollet deodorant 
many of us smelt it with mixed reactions and Ken Mc Donald 
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declared that she had her smells mixed up! At the edge of the 
lagoon we were greeted with one frog calling "bok" and. one 
calling ‘“crik-crik-crik’, but we had no ID tape and memories 
falled! We also observed a pair of swamp harriers, yellow 
robin, brown falcon, gold finches etc. 

We concluded the excursion with afternoon tea in the 
shade of a large wattle tree, 

It was an excellent excursion, pleasant weather 
Interesting bush and masses of wildflowers. Also we were all 
impressed by the local knowledge, obvious planning and 
botanical expertise of Pat and Billl 


LAANECOORIE CAMPOUT 

Friday was hot, there didn't seem much sense in heading 
north, but that was the clubs’ plan, so off we went! Peter 
turned up with a bb fan, some were about to criticize, but then 
we agreed that it wasn't such a bad Idea after alll 
We soon got down to work, the night alr reverberating 
to the local frog calls - 2 second rattles - which were later 
Identified by Greg as coming from Perons’ tree frogs. 

Afier a hot restless night, | decided to get up when a 
raven flew past declaring, ‘I’m ha-alf sta-arved'! Sticking my 
head outside, the noisy miners and musk lorrikeets seemed to 
be taking a much more positive attitude, feeding noisily in the 
gum blossoms, Peaceful doves doodle dooing in the distance. 

After breakfast we headed Into the bush towards 
Tarnagulla, The first stop was in open forest of grey box and 
yellow gum. The understory was bush pea (pultenaea - sp), 
wattle - rough, goigen and gold dust, chinese scrub and leafless 
currant bush, There was a splattering of helichrysum, vanilla 
lillles and saloop saltbush, Birds included a yellow tufted hone 
eater and a crested bellbird (which was heard but not seen), 
At ground level there were plenty of ants, a nest of menacing 
red bull ants providing an Interesting attraction. Two nests 
later there were black bull ants, father-in-law Ted used to 
enjoy getting one of each and putting them together so that he 
could watch the duell 

Heading north we made an impromptu stop when John 
spotted stumpy talled lizards on the track, Young Tim and 

evin posed while the camera clicked. In return a tick was 
removed from one of the lizards, At this point we noticed we 
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were amongst red iron bark trees - there had been a 
succession as we went up in elevation to drier soils. Higher 
and presumably drier again, we found ourselves amongst 
reen mallee, with its’ spicy smelling flowers - Its’ oll being a 
pvourite with local distilleries, about 1% yleld and high in 
cineole, 

Stopping for morning tea we found hop goodenia and 
dodder laurel, Red wattle birds and black faced cuckoo 
shrikes were seen. Inspection of the deep, iron bark furrows 
showed them to be festooned with spider webs and harbouring 
several stick moth cases and cup moth cocoons, 


Cocaon, 


A pleasant stop was made at a small dam, White browed 
wood swallows and fuscous honey eaters were in the 
overhanging trees, Blue wrens and a peaceful dove came In 
for a drink, 

PM, canoes were plopped into the Bet Bet Creek and we 

Ided over the cool water, beside water striders and dragon 

es. Reed warbiers in the reeds and whistling kites whee nq 
above the red gums, Pelicans, darters, Kevin and john stirre 
up 60cm carp, square talled kites(?) and an Indian myna - which 
seemed an unwelcome extension to its’ previous known rangel 


ps 


There were several stumps 2m in diameter, of trees 
harvested in bygone days. We were pleasantly amused by 
defiant saplings growing on the dead stumps, As we paddied 
across the open waters of the reservoir we were rewarded 
with fine views of white breasted wood swallows, which were 
checking out nesting hollows in the dead trees, 

The evening entertainment was kindly provided by Helen 
who showed slides of her recent trip to Turey 

Sunday, a pre-breakfast stroll revealed eh sucking 
insects, like the Enfield spittle bugs - but here they had a dry 
marsh-mallow like coating, no doubt due to the drier conditions! 
Scruffy balls of dry leaves turned out to be the homes of little 
brown spiders. A dusky wood swallow was starting to make a 
stick platform for its’ nest. Small groups of little lorikeets sped 
overhead. 

After breakfast and a game of petanque, we headed 
across the river. Butterflies were out, lots of cabbage whites, 
common grass blues and the caper white were seen, A noisy 


miner sat tight on its’ nest, just above our heads. We fed ants 
to ant-lions in their cone pit traps - an Irony of nature that 
“ugly” ant-lions should metamorphose into lacewings! 


/ 


Ar ant-lion at horne — 


There was a snake skin in a rubbish tip. Tim teased a 
soldier sugar ant until its’ pincers locked on to Tims plece of 
grass, Meat ants on a gravelly mound provided an Iridodial 
top-up. Time to go! A very enjoyable camp, thanks to canoe 
providers, and John for organization! p6 


Introduced Mammals of Australia. . No24 
Found in and around Ballarat, 

The House Mouse, Mus musculus. 

Order Rodentia, Suborder Myomrpha, Family Muridae. 


Probably originating in central Asia this “tramp" has 
accompanied humans almost everywhere and now has a world 
wide distribution, it is one of the most, If not the most, 
successful animal in the world. 

The form found in Australia is thought to be Mus 
musculus domesticus, despite it's name it is not restricted to 
human habitation and where appropriate food Is found - 
particularly cereal crops - large populations exist. It breeds 
opportunistically, sexual maturity is reached at 8 weeks and 
litters are usually from 4 to 8, 

In parts of the world feral populations occasionally reach 
very high density, since 1960, 20 plagues have been recorded 
in about 20% of Australia, It is possible that the house mouse 
has established itself in inland Australia at the expense of 
smaller native rodents. 

Bushfires seem to be a trigger, mice become abundant 
and ubiquitus about 18 months after a fire, at a time when 
native rodents have become scarce, The outbreak can last 
up to 3 or 4 years, disappearing as the native population 
bullds up again. Although the house mouse lives in buildings in 
tropical Australia, for reasons not yet understood, it has not 
become feral there. It may be noted that the common native 
rodents of these areas, species of Rattus and Melomys are 
large rodents against which the House Mouse may be unable 
to compete, 

In between Irruptions It becomes almost extint and very 
rare over much of their former range. We do not have an 
understanding of survival in refugia and the population 

rocesses that are vital to understand the Irruptive process 
net. In the final stages of irruption the vast majority of them 
perish, 

Their status Is abundant, there are no subspecies, they 
are common if all the Ballarat area. ap 
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Happy Christmas | If anyone tells me of good naturalists’ 
new year resolutions, I'll print them | BDA 
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